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for, as I said before, the merely empirical analysis of
language was preceded in Greece by more general
inquiries into the nature of thought and language ;
and the result has been that many of the technical
terms which form the nomenclature of empirical
grammar, existed in the schools of philosophy long
before they were handed over, ready made, to the
grammarian.. The distinction of noun and verb, or
more correctly, of subject and predicate, was the work
of philosophers. Even the technical terms for case,
number, and gender were coined at a very early time
for the purpose of entering into the mysteries of
thought; not for the practical purpose of analysing
the forms of language. This, their practical applica-
tion to the spoken language of Greece, was the work
of a later generation. It was the teacher of languages
who first compared the categories of thought with the
realities of the Greek language. Aristotle himself
may have learnt many of his lessons from languago,
but it was the grammarian who transferred the termi-
nology of Aristptle and the Stoics back from thought
to speech, from logic to grammar; and thus opened
the first roads into the impervious wilderness of spoken
speech. In doing this, the grammarian had to alter
the strict acceptation of many of the terms which ho
borrowed from the philosopher, and he had to coin
others before he could lay hold of all the facts of
language even in the roughest manner. For, indeed,
the distinction between noun and verb, between ac-
tive and passive, between nominative and accusative,
docs not help us much towards a scientific analysis
of language. It is no more than a first grasp, and it